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Golden ag

flowerpower
The 500,11ceramic flowers that now adorn the lawns of the Eretz IsraelMuseum

hailfrom 71 sheltered housingfacilitiesand senior citizens'homes

around the country

By BARRY DAVIS

tend to go unnoticed. Someone else told

me about the time she took her senior cit-

izen mother to doctor,who keptasking
the daughterabout her mother's state of

health instead ofaddressingthe fullycom-

pos mentis older woman.

Shlomit Hepher says she has been

keenlyaware of this tendencyfor quite
while and feltitwas time to show the

younger generationsthat their parents
and grandparentsstillhad plentyto

contribute. The result of Hepher'sini-

tiative is an exhibition of thousands

500,11to be preciseof ceramic flowers

that now adorn the lawns of the Eretz

IsraelMuseum in Ramat Aviv. The scin-

tillatinglyaesthetic "Blossomingwith

Age"show was officiallyopenedon Sep-
tember ,91attended by Senior Citizens

Minister Uri Orbach.

Hepher,who is seasoned multidis-

ciplinaryartist in her SOs, clearlyhad

all the necessary professionalskills

and drive to get the initiative off the

ground and see itthrough to multicol-

ored, multi-shaped,abundant fruition.

The exhibits were created by some

006,1senior citizens,most of whom had

some backgroundin art and attend regu

lararts activities in their respectiveloca-

tions. The flowers hail from 71 sheltered

housing facilitiesand senior citizens

homes allover the country,from the Go-

Ian Heightsin the farnorth down to the

Eilotregionof the Arava, near Eilat.

The flowers are arrangedin three main

groups correspondingto the sun, water

or fields.While the generalhue of the

firsttwo groups isyellowor blue respec-

tively,the third group allowed the artists

plentyof room forcolorful maneuver.

Hepher did good job positioning
the flowers, and since theywere put in

place,blades of grass have stretched up

between them, adding lovelyMother

Nature continuum to the man-made

addition to the lawn. There are other

natural "intrusions" as well. The muse-

um lawn is watered regularly,and the

water that collectsin some of the bowl-

shapedceramic flowers isappreciatively

lappedup by cats and birds.

"That islovelyto see,"saysHepher."It

adds lifeto the whole thing."
As with natural processes, the cura-

tor was not lookingto dictate to the

contributors how theyshould go about

their business

The generalguidelinewas simply
that theyshould work from the heart,"

she says. "They could base their work

on any flower they wanted. The only

provisowas that the color had to reflect

the sun, water or fields.The field-based

flowers are all sorts of colors. For in-

stance, we have group of peoplewho

decided to go for anemone fields,which

grow in their area in the spring,so there

are shades of red in their flowers. And

there are thingsmade by peoplefrom

the Ad 120 Hod Hasharon sheltered

housingcenter who decided to go for

uniform style,"she pointsout.

Itisonlyfittingthat the artistsshould

have as much free access as possibleto

the fruitsof their labor.

"Iarrangedthe exhibition so that the

peoplewho made the flowers can get

quiteclose to their own creations,"says

Hepher."You should have seen them at

the openingceremony!They were so ex-

cited to see their work finallyon show,

and so was I."

When Hepherthoughtup the senior

citizen plan,she had no idea what she

was lettingherself in for.The arts groups

from allover the country packedup their

creations in crates and shippedthem off

to Hepher'sstudio in Pardess Hanna. The

logisticswere mind-boggling.

"My loyalhusband took each flower

and attached short pieceof tubingto

the center of the underside so that we

could laterattach metal rod to them,

like stem," she explains.
The statisticsof the preparatorystage

make impressivereading.
"Six hundred vegetableboxes full of

ceramic flowers landed at my studio,"

says Hepher."We also used ton and

half of metal for the rods. Itwas crazy!"
Had Hepher thought the wild and

wonderful planthrough before she got

down to brass tacks?

"I knew itwould be tough,but was

also confident we would manage,"she

declares."We took each stageat time.

For instance, we paintedall the met-

al rods green to resemble stem. That

also took quite while. And we had to

getthe rods out of the bundles in which

theyarrived, and we cut ourselves on

the sharpedgesthe whole time."

Once all the preparationswere com-

plete,the flowers had to be rewrapped
and crated and transportedfrom Pard-

ess Hanna to Tel Aviv. Hepher received

very littlein the way of financial sup-

portfor her floralenterprise.
"It'sinterestingto see the various cog
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nitive levelsof the artists,"says Hepher
as she tiptoesthroughthe ceramic veg-

etation. "You can see that this lot has

higherlevel and greaterattention to

detail, but that doesn't matter. All the

artistsdid so well."

The most senior of the senior citizen

exhibitors is 93 years old. Hepher says

she hopes the show will helpto raise

awareness about the fact that justbe-

cause someone has retired from his or

her joband is not quiteas physicallyag-
He as he/she once was, itdoesn't mean

those peopledon't have anythingto of-

fersociety.

"These peoplehave lived longHves,

worked, broughtup families and have

done their bit for the country,too," says

Hepher."I hope lotsof peopleof allages

will come to the museum to see the ex-

hibition to see what 'old folks'are capa-

ble of.This reallyis joyto behold."

The "Blossomingwith Age exhibitionwill

run untilDecember .72For more information:

)30( 4425-146and www.eretzmusuem.

Blue isthe generalcolorofthe water section
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